K-CULTURE DIVE STUDY GUIDE

How to Read Korean: The Ultimate Guide to
Hangul Pronunciation and Syllable Structure

Master the Korean Alphabet Essentials for Beginners

Welcome to your first step in learning Korean! To speak and read Korean fluently, you need to
understand two foundational pillars: the sound system (Vowels & Consonants) and the syllable
structure. This comprehensive guide will help you master the mechanics of Hangul.

I 1. Understanding the Korean Sound System: Vowels and Consonants

A. Basic Vowels (7|2 B2)

Korean basic vowels are structured systematically based on tongue position (Front, Central, Back) and
tongue height (High, Mid, Low).

Height / Position Central

High (2122) | [i] — [w] T [u]
Mid (E22) 1l [el/ K [e] 4[]/ 1 [l + [o]
Low (N23) - b [al -

B. Consonants (X}2)

Korean consonants are characterized by their place of articulation (where the sound is made) and
manner of articulation (how air flows, grouped into Lax, Tense, and Aspirated sounds).



Manners / Bilabial Alveolar Glottal

Alveo-palatal

Places (Lips) (Tongue tip) (Throat)
Plosives
(Stops) s [p/b] C [t/d] 7 [k/g]
* Lax i [p’] o [t] - 1 [K] -
* Tense o [pn] E [th] = [kn]
* Aspirated
Affricates
x [te] / = [te'] /
* Lax / Tense / - - - -
x [teh]
Asp.
Fricatives
- A ! - - s |h

* Lax / Tense [s1/ 2 151 [h]
Nasals o

, a [m] L [n] : nl
(Voiced) (final)
Lateral

. - 2 [I/r] - - -
(Voiced)

I 2. How Korean Syllable Blocks Work: 4 Structuring Rules

Unlike English, which is written in a continuous horizontal line, Korean letters are clustered into
syllable blocks. The blocks change shape depending on whether the vowel is vertical (F, 1, |) or
horizontal (-, T, —).

@ Vowel Only (2200 &)
When a syllable consists of a vowel sound alone, a silent placeholder consonant 'o' (ieung) must
be written before or above the vowel. It carries no sound value at the beginning of a syllable.

« O}0] [a-i] (Child)

+ 0|2 [yeo-u] (Fox)



@ Consonant + Vowel (AI2 + B22)
When a consonant meets a vowel, the vowel is written to the right (vertical vowels) or below the
consonant (horizontal vowels).

« 7}* [ga-gu] (Furniture) — 71 is left of |, and above T.

« LIH| [na-bi] (Butterfly)

« MX} [sa-ja] (Lion)

@ Vowel + Final Consonant (2 + gt%l)
When a syllable starts with a vowel sound but ends with a consonant, the placeholder 'o' takes

the initial position, and the final consonant—called Batchim (2#)—is placed at the bottom.

« & [al] (Egg)
« 2} [yak] (Medicine)

« 2 [ot] (Clothes)

@ Consonant + Vowel + Final Consonant (X}2 + 22 + tt%l)

A full block combining an initial consonant, a vowel, and a Batchim at the bottom.

« # [san] (Mountain): A (Consonant) + | (Vowel) + L (Batchim)

oA

[jip] (House)

b

[kkot] (Flower)

I 3. Mastering Batchim: The 7 Core Rules of Korean Final Consonants

In written Korean, all basic consonants can be used as a final consonant (Batchim). However, when

speaking, they are simplified into only 7 representative sounds.



Written Batchim Phonetic Value

Pronunciation Description & Examples

a, 1, 3 k]
L [n]
E, A, M, X, %X, E, 5 [t]

C [

o [m]
b, o [p]
o [n]

¢ Study Tip for Learners

Unreleased 'k' sound.
Bof — [HA] (Kitchen) | HCt — [ECH (To wipe)

Clear 'n' sound.

ME — [ME] (Newspaper) | AF — [AH (Mountain)

Unreleased 't' sound.
2 — [2] (Clothes) | ¥ — [&] (Daytime) | UCH — [YCH

Soft 'I' sound at the end of syllables.
= — [®] (Daughter) | €2 — [€2] (Face)

Clear 'm' sound with closed lips.

2t — [Z] (Persimmon) | 22 — [¥2] (King)

Unreleased 'p' sound.
gF — [%] (Rice) | £ — [&] (Forest)

'ng' sound (like the end of "sing").
Z — [Z] (River) | Ol2|Z — [o}2]2H

When downloading this guide, practice reading aloud and tracing the blocks. Pay close attention

to how the written Batchim converts to its representative sound during actual conversation!
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